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John Rogers, a resident of Litchfield, kept this day book and recorded various transactions between himself and
several citizens in the southeast section of Litchfield between 1801 and 1808. The book is missing an unknown
number of pages. The cover indicates the book was started in 1796 but the first entry is in 1801. It is evident
from an examination of the book that pages are missing throughout.

The day book does not directly identify who wrote it but offers several clues which collectively lead to the
conclusion that John Rogers was the writer. The writer mentions his sons John and Smith, and his uncle
Thomas Smith. The handwriting is identical to a letter known to be written by John Rogers in 1795. The final,
and perhaps most direct clue, is a short entry circa. APR 1801:

""Soft words hurt not the mouth
Fair and soft goes far
Time and chance happeneth to all men."
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John Rogers was born in Harwich, Massachusetts, on December 5th 1755, the son of Moses Rogers and
Elizabeth Smith. He was a direct descendant of Thomas Rogers of the Mayflower. He served in the
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War and married Rebecca Daggett in Eastham, Ma. 27 May 1786.
In February 1795, John Rogers wrote a letter to his brother, Abner. The letter, which is still in the possession of
the Rogers family, described a shipwreck in which several family members died. It also describes the
deteriorating physical condition of his parents. It was through this letter that his descendants were able to
connect him to Thomas Rogers of the Mayflower. When John Rogers took his family to Litchfield, Maine in
1798 two uncles, Thomas and Benjamin Smith, and an aunt, Mehitible (Smith) Baker were already settled in
Litchfield. His family had lived on Cape Cod for 178 years and his descendants would remain in Litchfield
into the 21% Century.

In Litchfield, John Rogers purchased a large tract of land on the west side of what is now the Small Road and
cut a farm from the wilderness. (He, like many early settlers, would eventually lose this land to the so-called
Kennebec Proprietors who had purchased title to the land going back to the seventeenth century Plymouth
Company.) John purchased a much smaller parcel of land on the west side of the Small Road and he began a
second home which would stay in the family for three generations. At the time that he kept the Day Book he
was probably living on the original grant which he purchased. The Rogers family also has an original letter
written to his parents in May 1806 by John's son, Smith Rogers from Bath, Maine. John noted in the Day Book
that his son Smith had, "gone to the river to work".

John Rogers was the great-great-great grandfather of George Rogers of Upper Pond Road, Litchfield. George
has a copy of the letter referenced above written by John Rogers.































































